THE 

ROYAL  GAME  AT  .CARDS, 

OR  A 

PACK  OF  CARDS 

CHANGED  INTO  A  COMPLETE  AND  PERrETUAL 

ALMANACK, 

IN  A  ^ 

I  DIALOGUE 

ETWEEH  A  NOBLEMAN  and  HI3  SERVANT: 

!Fir»st. — Shewing  tlie  use  of  his  Almanadk  by  the 
jiuarters,  Months,  Weeks  and  Days  of  the  Year. 

Secondly.— Shewing  how  he  converts  his  Cards 
to  a  complete  Monitor  or  Prayer  Book,  with  cu- 
)us  remarks  on  the  Knave. 


Printed  for  the  BookselierK, 
1829 


THE  PACK  OF  CARDS 
CHANGED  TO  A  PERPETUAL 
ALMAI^AGK. 


i 

A  Certain  Nobleman,  living  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, and  having  a  considerable  number  of  sertant&, 
among  them  he  had  one  in  whom  he  reposed  the 
greatest  confidence.~One  of  his  fellow^servants  be- 
coming jealous  of  him,  went  to  make  a  complaint  to 
master,  in  order  to  get  him  turned  out  of  his  service ; 
and  all  he  could  impeach  him  with  was,  that  he  was 
a  great  gamester  at  cards.  At  which  the  Nobleman 
being  highly  displeased,  (for  gamesters  whereat  set  of 
people  that  he  mortally  hated  and  detested)  took 
this  opportunity  to  call  him  to  account  ia  order  to 
chastise  him  for  the  same. 

Jack,  says  the  Nobleman,  what's  this  Vye  heard 
of you  ? 

I  can't  tell,  please  your  lordship,  says  Jack,  what 
is  it  ?  • 

Why  says  the  Nobleman,  I'm  informed  you  are  a 
gamester  at  cards. 

My  Lord,  says  Jack,  who  was  it  that  informed 
you  ?  It  was  a  false  report*  I  wish  I  could  know 
who  told  you  so. 

'Tis  no  matter  for  t-hat,  says  the  Nobleman,  are 
jou  really  a  gamester  or  not  ? 
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My  Lord  says  Jack,  1  am  so  far  from  being  a 
gamester,  I  never  played  a  card  in  ray  life,  nor  do  I 
even  know  what  a  card  means. 

Well,  says  the  Nobleman,  I*m  glad  of  that  on 
your  account,  however,  we  shall  call  the  imformer 
to  appear,  and  know  whether  these  reports  be  true. 

Jack. — With  all  my  heart,  my  Lord,  I  am  very 
well  satisfied. 

The  informer  was  thefi  called  in. 

Nobleman — Did  you  not  tell  me  that  Jack  was 
become  a  great  gamester  at  cards. 

Informer — I  did  indeed,  my  Lord. 

N. — Why  then,  you  villain,  how  dare  you  belie 
any  one  ? 

I. — I  did  not,  my  Lord. 

N.— Why,  Jack  utterly  denies  it. 

I,— .1  don't  care,  my  Lord,  I  will  prove  it  to  his 
face,  that  he  is  one  of  the  greatest  gamesters  in  Lon- 
don— and  to  convince  your  Lo^rdship  of  the  truth  of 
wJiat  I  say,  search  him  and  you'll  find  a  pack  of 
cards  in  his  pocket. 

Jack  being  searched,  the  cards  ware  taken  out  of 
his  pocket.  The  Nobleman  being  in  a  fury,  J)egan 
to  stamp  and  rage  in  a  passioij  about  the  room,  say- 
ing, You  audacious  impudent  rogue,  how  dare  you 
be  guilty  of  such  falsehood  before  my  face  ?  Did 
you  not  tell  pe  you  never  played  at  cards  in  your 
life,  nor  could  not  tell  what  a  card  meant,  and  now 
I  find  them  in  your  pocket  ?  You  villain,  seeing 
you  were  guilty,  what  reason  had  you  to  deny  it  ? 
Had  you  confessed  your  fault,  I  would  be  apt  to 
forgive  you,  l^ut  now  I  will  punish  you  with  the  ut- 
,most  severity,  not  only  because  you  are  a  garbcster, 
but  because  you  are  a  liar  also. 
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J^^ — My  Lord,  your  Lordship  may  use  your  |)lea- 
sure,  but  I  hope  you  will  not  condemn  me  for  a  _ 
fault  I  am  not  guilty  of. 

N. — ^-You  villain,  what  stronger  evidence  need^f^ 
there  be  than  the  cards  being  found  in  your  pocket  ? 
—How  can  you  speak  for  yourself?  ^ 
J — My  Lord,  if  you  call  these  cards,  I  do  not;»l 
neitfeer  do  I  use  them  as  such.  f 
N. — Why,  what  do  you  caH  them  then  ?  A 
J. — My  Lord,  this  is  my  Almanack.  | 
N. — Your  Almanack  !  you  dog,  did  ever  any  one  lv 
make  an  Almanack !  of  a  pack  of  cards.    What  j^ 
sense  couid  you  nrake  of  them.  | 
J.— My  Lord,  I  am  no  soholar,  and  for  that  rea-|^ 
son,  I  use  them  as  an  Almanack  to  rule  and  govern 
the  year  by.  ^ 

N. — Well,  Jack,  if  so,  let  me  hear  how  you  man- 
age  your  cards,  and  if  I  find  you  convert  them  to  a  | 
proper  use,  I  will  not  in  the  least  be  angry,  but  will 
freely  forgive  you.  if 

J, — .Why  then  my  Lord,  consider  in  the  first, 
place,  there  are  four  suits  in  the  cards,  that  intimate 
the  four  Quarters  in  the  year;  then  as  there  are 
thirteen  cards  in  each  suit,  that  is  just  as  many  ag 
there  are  weeks  i-n  a  Quarter ;  there  are  also  as  ma- 
ny Lunations  in  a  year,  as  there  cards  in  a  suit, 
there  are  twelve  court  cards,  which  intimate  the  * 
twelve  months  of  the  year,  and  the  twelve  Signs  of 
the  Zodiac,  through  which  thtj  sun  steers  its  diurnal 
course  during  the  space  of  one  whole  year :  there 
are  fifty-two  cards  in  a  pack,  and  that  directly  an- 
swers the  exact  number  of  Weeks  in  a  year. — Exa- 
mine the  cards  a  little  further,  and  you  will  find  as 
many  spots  in  them  as  there  are  Days  in  a  year;. 
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;here  being  there  hundred  and  sixty  five  spots  in  a 
5ack  of  cards  which  is  exactly  the  number  of  days 
n  a  year,  these  I  multiply  by  twenty  four  and  Mien 
)y  sixty?  wWch  brings  me  out  the  exact  number  of 
Hdurs  and  Minutes  in  a  year 

N. — Very  well  Jack,  I  can't  say  but  you  apply 
fouv  Almanack  exceedingly  well,  but  prithee,  Jack, 
io  you  make  and  further  use  of  them  ? 

J.— .Yes  my  Lard,  a  great  deal. 

N. — Why,  Jack,  what  further  use  do  you  make 
>f  them  ? 

J, — Why,  my  Lord,  I  sometimes  gonvert  my 
jards  into  a  prayer-book, 

N. — A  Prayer-book  ?  I  am  sure  if  you  can  make 
in  Almanack  of  your  cards,  you  surely  never  can 
nake  a  Prayer-book  of  them. 

J. — My  Lord,  1*11  make  it  appear;  you  know  I 
old  you  I  could  neither  read  nor  write ;  for  that 
eason  these  cards  answer  my  purpose  as  well  as  the 
jest'Prayer  book  in  EnglatS. 

N. — W(jll  Jack,  let  me  hear  it  out— I  like  th3 
)eginning  very  well. 

J. — Why  th-en,  ray  Lord,  when  I  look  upon  these 
bur  suits  of  cards*  they  present  to  me  the  four  prin- 
cipal Religions,  that  are  predominant  in  the  wo«ld, 
iz. : — Christianity,  Judaism,  Mahometa^ism,  and 
i^agamsm.  When  I  look  over  the  twelve  court  cards, 
jliey  remind  me  of  the  twelve  Patriarchs,  from  them 
iroceeded  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel,  the  twelve 
i^postles,  also  the  twelve  Articles  of  the  Ghristiaa 
I'aith,  in  which  I  am  bound  to  believe.  Wh^a  I 
j>ok  on  the  king,  it  reminds  mi  of  the  ailegiaiicj 
jue  to  his  Majesty  ;  when  I  look  on  th  ^  Q.iijen,  it 
ijiminds  of  the  allegiance  due  to  har  Mijcity  ;  wh  jn 


I  look  upon  the  ten,  it  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  td|| 
cities  on  the  plain  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  destroy?' 
ei  wit^h  fire  and  brimstone  from  Heaven ;  the  ten 
plagues  of  Egypt,  with  which  God  aiBlicted  the  E- 
gyptians,  when  he  brought  the  children  of  Israel 
out  of  that  land  ;  also  the  ten  Commandments,  and 
the  ten  Tribes  of  Israel  which  were  cut  off  for  their 
wickedness :  when  I  look  upon  the  nine,  it  puts, 
me  in  mind  of  the  nine  Hierarchies,  the  nine  Muses, 
anid  the  niue  Noble  Orders  among  men ;  when  I 
look  upon  the  eight,  it  reminds  me  of  the  eight  Be- 
atitudes, eight  Altitudes,  the  eight  Persons  saved  in 
Noah's  Ark,  the  eight  Persons  mentioned  in  Scrip, 
ture  to  be  released  from  Death  to  Life:  when  I  look 
upon  the  seven,  it  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  seven  Ad. 
ministering  Spirits,  that  stand  before  the  Throne  of 
God,  the  s€:ven  Seals  with  which  the  Book  of  Life 
is  sealed,  the  sevea  Aogels  with  the  seven  Vials,  fill- 
ed  with  the  indignation  of  the  Lord,  which  they  were 
to  plague  the  earth  with  as  mentioned  in  the  Apoc- 
alypse of  St.  Joli-n,  the  seven  liberal  Artsend  Scienc- 
es given  by  God  for  the  instruction  of  Man,  the  sev- 
en Wonders  of  the  World,  the  seven  Planets  that 
rule  the  seven  Days  of  the  Week  :  the  six  puts  rae 
in  tnind  of  the  six  Petitions  contained  in  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  the  six  days  of  the  Week  that  I  have  to 
work  for  my  bread,  a-nd  that  I  am  appointed  to  keep 
the  7th  holy  :  the  five  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  five 
Senses  given  by  God  to  man,  viz.  Hearing,  Seeing, 
Feeling,  Tasting,  and  Smelling:  the  four  puts  me ia 
mind  of  the  four  Theological  Virtues,  the  four  Ev- 
angelists, the  four  Last  Things,  Death,.  Judgement, 
Heaven,  and  Hell,  and  the  four  Seasons  into  which 
God  has  divided  and  disposed  the  Year  for  the  use 
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fm^tty  viz.  Spring,  Summer,  Autumn,  and  Winter: 
le  three  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  Trinity,  in  which 
lere  are  three  distinct  persons,  co-equal  and  co-e- 
jnal,  it  also  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  three  days  that 
3nah  was  in  the  Whale's  belly,  the  three  hours  our 
iviour  hung  upon  the  Cross,  and  the  three  days 
lat  he  lay  interred  in  the  bowels  of  the  Earth  :  the 
vo  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  two  Testaments,  the  Old 
id  Hew,  containing  the  Law  and  Gospel,  the  two 
>ntrary  principles  struggling  in  Man,  viz.  Virtue 
id  Vice.  Then,  my  Lord,  when  I  look  upon  the 
ce,  it  puts  me  in  mind  that  I  have  only  one  God 
adore  and  serve,  one  Faith  to  believe,  •ne  truth 
practise,  one  Baptism  to  cleanse  me  from  Origi- 
J  Sin  and  one  only  Master  to  serve  and  obey, 
N« — Very  well,  Jack,  I  can't  say  but  you  con- 
rt  yo\jr  cards  to  a  very  good  use,  but  now  I  per- 
ive  there  is  one  particular  card  in  the  pack  you 

not  explained  to  me. 
J, — Which  is  that,  my  Lortl. 
N. — Jack,  when  you  were  shuffling  the  cards, 
{\  passed  from  the  Que^n  to  the  ten,  and  laid  by 
e  Knave,  doth  it  you  in  mind  of  nothing  ? 
J. — That  is  right,  my  Lord,  I  had  like  to  have 
•got ;  when  I  look  upon  the  Knave,  it  puts  me  in 
nd  of  your  Lordship.  

IN. — What !  villain,  do  you  count  me  knave  be- 
e  my  face  ? 
J. — No,  my  Lord,  you  misapprehend  me,  I  mean 
ur  Lordship — *s  informer. 
N. — If  so,  Jack,  I  freely  forgive  you,  it  is  pret- 
well  turned. 

On  which  tliQ  Nobleman  was  so  well  pleased  with 
'ready  turns  of  wit  and  humour  which  he  found 
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in  Jack,  that  he  preferred  him  to  highest  place 
his  service,  doubled  his  wages,  and  discharged  t 
informer,  who  soon  after  died,  and  the  foilowi 
Epitaph  was  set  over  his  grave - 


Stay,  Reader,  and  piss  here,  for  it  is  said^ 
Under  this  stone  a  sly  informer's  laid, 
Who  studied  nothing  all  his  life  throughout; 
But  mischief,  till  he  his  own  destruction  wrought, 
His  neighbour's  ill  was  what  he  chiefly  sought. 
If  Heaven  be  pleased,  when  mortals  Qease  to  sin, 
If  Hell  be  pleased,  when  Villains  enter  in, 
Or  Earth  be  pleas'd  when  it  entombs  a  Knave, 
Sure  all  are  pleas'd~the  Rogue  is  in  his  grave© 


FINIS., 


